PSYC 2314 - COURSE SYLLABUS

	Course Name
	Developmental Psychology
	Semester & Year
	Spring 2009


	Catalog Description
	A study of physical, cognitive, personality and interpersonal development of a person from conception to the end of the life cycle, with an emphasis on developmental principles and tasks.


	Required Texts & Material
	Life-Span Human Development, 6th ed.  Carol K. Sigelman & Elizabeth A. Rider.  Brooks/Cole.  ISBN: 0534553818


	Learning Outcomes
	Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

1)  Define and describe lifespan development (e.g., goals, perspectives, developmental scientific research).

2)  Identify and describe theories of human development.

3)  Explain biological & environmental effects on human development. 

4)  Analyze physiological aspects of development.

5)  Differentiate between the various forms of mental abilities (e.g., cognition, memory, language acquisition, and intelligence).

6)  Identify changes in emotions, personality, and perceptions over the lifespan.

7)  Define and describe the key factors involved in the development of gender identity and sexuality.

8)  Analyze major theories of moral development throughout the human lifespan.

9)  Describe aspects of social development across the lifespan.

10)  Identify major psychological disorders throughout the lifespan.

11)  Identify and explain key theories of aging, dying and death.

12)  Research and compose an essay assignment/argument using proper grammar/English and basic computer skills.


	Instructor’s Name & Office #
	Ann Norcross

Room 817
	Office Phone # & Fax #
	940-668-7731, ext. 4343

940-665-8755


	Instructor’s Office Hours
	As posted
	E-Mail Address
	Use Angel email for the online/hybrid course.  I check my email often and will respond within 24 hours.


	Grading Policy &

Procedures


	Scale for Grades

90-100=A

80-89=B

70-79=C

60-69=D

Below 60=F

The course grade will be based on class attendance, four test grades, presentations, writing assignments, and discussion forum postings.  THE FINAL EXAM WILL NOT BE A COMPREHENSIVE TEST.

Grade Assignment          Percentage            Outcomes Assessed

Exam 1                                10%                        1, 2, 3

Exam 2                                10%                         3, 4, 5

Exam 3                                10%                         5, 6, 8

Exam 4                                10%                         9, 10

Presentation                         10%                         7, 8, 11

Graded Assignment 1          10%                         1

Graded Assignment 2          10%                         3

Discussion Forum 1              4%                         Introduction 

Discussion Forum 2              4%                         3

Discussion Forum 3              4%                         5

Discussion Forum 4              4%                         2, 9

Discussion Forum 5              4%                         11

Attendance                            10%     

Final Grade                           100%      

Exams:  There will be four, 50-point exams.  You will have 60 minutes to complete the exam.  Each exam will have a combination of multiple choice and true/false questions.  You may open the exam at a time of your choice during the available hours, but you cannot open, close, and reopen the exam.  Once the exam has been opened, you must complete it.  The exam will be automatically graded and you will receive the exam grade immediately upon completion of the exam.   

Graded Assignments:  There will be two graded assignments.  They are a part of the course requirement and not a student option.  

Discussion Forum:  There will be five graded discussion forum assignments.  You will need to post your original comments and make at least one comment on another student’s post.  I will respond to some of the postings, not all of them, but I will read what you have to say.        

All graded assignments (graded assignments and discussion forum postings) must be completed by the due date.  

Make-up Tests:  Only one make-up exam will be allowed for the semester.  The make-up exam must be taken in the testing center on the Gainesville Campus with no resource materials available to you.  It will be your responsibility to notify the instructor within the week after the missed exam that you intend to take the make-up.  It will also be your responsibility to schedule the date and time in the testing center for the make-up exam.  


	Tentative Calendar (Subject to Change w/o Notice)
	1/20 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . First day of semester

1/20– 2/6  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Module 1 covered (chapters 1 & 2)

2/3  .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Module 1 graded assignment due

2/5– 2/6 . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Module 1 Exam  (50 questions)

2/6 – 2/27 .   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Module 2 covered (chapters 3, 4)

2/26– 2/27 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Module 2 Exam (50 questions)

2/27– 3/20 . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Module 3 covered (chapters 5, 6)

3/3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . UNT field trip (Play therapy)

3/10 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Guest Speaker

3/17 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Module 3 graded assignment due

3/19– 3/20 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Module 3 Exam (50 questions)

3/20 – 4/10 . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Module 4 covered (chapters 15, 16 ,17)

3/24 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Field Trip (Home health)

3/31 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . .Field Trip (Funeral home)
4/9 -4/10 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Module 4 Exam (50 questions)

3/15 – 3/19 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .SPRING BREAK
4/14 . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Presentation

4/21 . . . .  . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . Presentation

4/23 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . LAST DAY TO DROP WITH “W”
4/28 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Presentation

5/5 . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Presentation

5/12 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Presentation

All Discussion Forum postings will be due the Thursday before each exam.

Reminder:  The final exam is not comprehensive.

                


	Attendance Policy
	We will meet once a week (each Wednesday) on the Gainesville campus, and regular class attendance is encouraged, as it counts 10% of your overall average.

Every student is expected to actively participate in the Discussion Forum assignments.  You meet the participation requirement when you post your original comments to the discussion forum and make at least one comment on another student’s post.  Half credit will be received if only a single entry is made.

Inappropriate postings will be grounds for removal from the course.


	Scholastic Integrity
	Scholastic dishonesty shall include, but not be limited to cheating on a test, plagiarism, and collusion.  See “Student Rights & Responsibilities: Student Conduct [FLB- (LOCAL)]” page 176-182 of NCTC Catalog.


	Withdrawal Date 
	Students wishing to withdraw must notify the Registrar’s Office by completing a Petition for Course Drop.  The last date to withdraw for this semester is April 23, 2010.


	Other Pertinent Information
	Using a cell phone in class is prohibited.  Any student using the phone for text messaging, games, calculator, etc. will be dismissed from the classroom.  

Using any type of tobacco product or sleeping in class is also not permitted.  Violation of this policy will be grounds for dismissal from class and/or permanent removal from the course.

Any disruptive behavior will be grounds for dismissal from class.

THE INSTRUCTOR RESERVES THE RIGHT TO CHANGE THE POLICIES, PROCEDURES, AND STATEMENTS MADE IN THIS SYLLABUS AT ANY TIME.  If I do change something, I will notify you in advance of the changes.  



The ACCESS Program provides accommodations for students who have a documented disability. Accommodations may include extra time on tests, tests in a non-distracting environment, note taker in class, etc. On the Corinth Campus, contact: Robin Truhe (

mailto:rtruhe@nctc.edu" \t "_blank" 
rtruhe@nctc.edu
, 940-498-6207) or Nicole Walton (nwalton@nctc.edu), 940-498-6224 or Penny Cogbill (
	
mailto:pcogbill@nctc.edu" \t "_blank" 
pcogbill@nctc.edu
, 940-498-6212) in Suite 170.  On the Gainesville, Bowie, and Graham campuses, contact Yvonne Sandmann (ysandmann@nctc.edu, 940-668-7731, ext.4321) in room 112.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES  

 

TRIO Program:
TRIO is a federally funded program which offer services designed to assist students in achieving their academic goals.  Students may be eligible for TRIO if they are first generation status—neither parent has a 4 year degree, low income level, have academic need, and/or has a documented disability. TRIO is located in Room 170 on the Corinth Campus, Room 114 on the Gainesville Campus, and Room 124 on the Bowie Campus.  Contact Jessica DeRoche jderoche@nctc.edu, 940-498-6212.

Counseling/Advising Center:

All students are invited to visit the Counseling/Advising Center located in Admissions on the Corinth Campus, room 108 in Gainesville, and room 124 in Bowie.  For more information contact Bill Caver at bcaver@nctc.edu, 940-668-4216.   

 

 


	


	EEOC Statement
	North Central Texas College does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, or disability in the employment or the provision of services.


