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Academic Competitiveness Grant (ACG)

   Eligibility Worksheet

Student’s Full Name: ______________________________ SSN or Student ID:___________________

Academic Year applying for:
 2007/2008_______
 2008/2009_______

This federal grant program was new as of the 2006/07 academic year. It is designed to provide additional assistance to students during their Freshman and Sophomore years in college who demonstrate academic potential as well as financial need. Up to $750 is available to qualifying Freshmen and up to $1,300 for qualifying Sophomores ($2,250 maximum aggregate value).

The ACG converts to a National Science and Mathematics Access to Retain Talent (SMART) Grant program upon transferring to a four-year institution. A student pursuing a high-demand major in certain Computer Science, Engineering, Foreign Language, Life Science, Mathematics, Physical Science, and Technology or Multidisciplinary fields may be eligible for up to $4,000 for each of his Junior and Senior years ($8,000 maximum aggregate value). Therefore, we encourage you to begin working with your academic advisor today to see if your intended program may qualify and to develop a plan for maintaining at least a 3.0 program grade point average (GPA).

To be eligible for an Academic Competitiveness Grant (ACG), you must meet certain eligibility requirements.

The following eligibility criteria will be evaluated by NCTC’s Financial Aid Office using information already in your file:

• U.S. citizen (aid eligible non-citizens are not eligible)

• Federal Pell Grant recipient during the ACG-eligible term.

• Full-time (12+ credits) enrollment during the ACG-eligible term.

• Major is a 2-year program of study (AS, AA, AGS, AAS). (Certificate programs are not eligible.)

• For Sophomore-status grants, you must have a minimum of a 3.0 GPA at the end of your first academic year.
The remaining eligibility criteria must be self-certified using this form and documentation provided by you:

1.     Based on your class standing, answer one of the following by circling “yes” or “no”:

Freshman (less than 24 program credits toward graduation):

Did you graduate from high school on or after 1/1/06?
 Yes / No

-or-

Sophomore (at least 24 program credits toward graduation):

Did you graduate from high school on or after 1/1/05?
Yes / No

If “yes,” is this your first year of enrollment in college

(College credits earned while still pursuing your high school diploma, 

such as Dual Credit do not apply)?
Yes / No

2.     Based on the following definitions, does your high school program qualify as “rigorous?” (check all that apply; provide documentation on at least one category which must include an official, complete, high school transcript for each high school attended):

[   ] 1. Distinguished Achievement Program (Texas High School Students)

Documentation: If you completed your high school program in a state other than Texas and that state has a recognized Honors or Advanced diploma program, provide copies of your high school transcript along with documentation that your program is a recognized Honors or Advanced diploma program.

[   ] 2. Recommended High School Program (Texas High School Students)
This program, supported by Congress, establishes a required set of courses that is patterned after the recommendations of the National Commission on Excellence in Education (four years of English, three years of math, three years of lab science, three-and-one-half years of social studies, and two years of a language other than English).

Documentation: If you completed your high school program in a state other than Texas, that state has a recognized State Scholars Initiative program and you believe you successfully complete all required courses, provide copies of your high school transcript along with documentation that your program is a qualified State Scholars program.

[   ] 3. A set of courses similar to the State Scholars program:

4 years of English;

3 years of math (including Algebra I and a higher level class such as Algebra II, Geometry, or Analysis & Statistics);

3 years of science (including at least two courses from biology, chemistry or physics);

3 years of social studies; and

1 year of a foreign language.

Documentation: If your courses included these minimums, provide a copy of your COMPLETE high school transcript.

[   ] 4. Advanced Placement (AP) or International Baccalaureate (IB) courses and test scores
This program requires a minimum of two AP or IB courses and subsequent test scores of at least 3 or 4, respectively.

Documentation: If you believe your AP or IB courses and test scores meet the minimum requirements, provide copies of 
your high school transcript and have the College Board submit official test scores to North Central Texas College,

1525 W. California St, Gainesville, TX 76240, Attn: Registrar.

[   ] 5. Parental certification of “rigorous” for students who graduated from a home school program
Documentation: If you completed high school under a home school program (GED completion does not qualify) and believe your studies are equivalent to those listed in the “courses similar to the State Scholars program” section, have one of your parents, whose information was included on your Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), review and sign the following statement, as appropriate:

“My son or daughter, named on the reverse side of this form, completed high school under a home school program administered by me. During the course of his/her studies, he/she successfully completed a “rigorous” program as defined by at least the equivalent of 4 years of English, 3 years of math (including Algebra I and a higher level class such as Algebra II, Geometry, or Analysis and Statistics), 3 years of science (including at least two courses from biology, chemistry or physics), 3 years of social studies, and 1 year of a foreign language.”

Signed, _______________________________________________________ Dated: ____________________

Parent’s Full Name (please print): ____________________________ Parent’s SSN: _____________________
Student’s Self-Certification:

“The answers I’ve indicated above are true and complete to the best of my knowledge. I have attached the requested documentation. Please determine my eligibility for an Academic Competitiveness Grant through evaluation of my official high school transcript(s). I understand that NCTC will review my eligibility and award ACG funds to me as they determine I am eligible. If, at any time and as a result of a change in my eligibility or an unintentional oversight on the part of College staff, my award is cancelled, I understand that I may owe a repayment.”

Signed, _______________________________________________________________ Dated: ______________________

Student’s Full Name (please print): ___________________________________ Student’s SSN: ______________________
Complete and submit, after finishing High School, along with the appropriate 



1525 W. California St.
documentation to the NCTC Financial Aid Office: 






Gainesville, TX 76240
(940) 668-4242
(940) 668-4260 FAX
