DUAL CREDIT- FAQ’s

What is Dual Credit?

· College level courses that also meet high school requirements

· With a passing grade, the student can receive college credit and meet high school course requirements at the same time

· Courses can be taken on the high school campus, at any NCTC campus or online
· Core or “basic” college transferable classes
What are the benefits of Dual Credit?
· Dual Credit courses are useful in fulfilling the requirements of the Distinguished Achievement High School graduation program in most school districts. 
· Convenience- Courses are taught at the high school campus, at an NCTC campus, or online 

· Close to home- Learn what college professors expect while still in familiar high school surroundings 

· Low Cost- Taking dual credit courses cost less than regular college courses. Students who qualify for the free lunch program at the high school will receive free tuition at NCTC. Also, scholarships are available through the NCTC foundation.

· By participating in the dual credit program, students are able to make substantial progress toward their college degree before finishing high school. Students who begin taking courses in their junior year can earn thirty or more college credits by the time they graduate from high school if they also take summer classes at the college. Students could earn sophomore status even before they start college full time. Please note that dual credit transfer credit does not affect freshman level admission status or scholarship eligibility.
Who is eligible to enroll? 

NCTC Requirements:

· Students who have minimum high school grade point average (GPA) of “B”

· Have qualifying test scores appropriate to course subject.  Students who achieve qualifying scores as determined by the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board on the ACT, SAT, TAAS, or TAKS may enroll in dual credit courses 

· Must exhibit maturity and social behavior necessary to be enrolled in a college level course

· Must hold junior standing in high school

School District Requirements:

· Each student must meet requirements set by their school district

· Interested students should speak with their counselor for eligibility status
Home –school or Private School Students:

· Pass all three sections of the THEA test since they are not required to take the TAKS test (or be exempt in all areas on acceptable test)
· Hold junior standing 
· Be at least 16 years of age at the time of enrollment 
· Home school transcripts must be notarized and include anticipated high school graduation date
How do I apply?

· Completed NCTC Application for Admission 

· Available on website- www.nctc.edu or in Admission Office at NCTC

· Submit passing test scores- Official test score report required by the Texas Success Initiative (THEA, COMPASS, Exit Level TAKS, ACT or PLAN, and SAT or PSAT). 

· Official HS transcript sent to NCTC Admissions office

How do I enroll?

During the Registration Period:

· Complete the Application Process (which can be done prior to enrollment)

· NCTC Dual Credit Agreement Form signed by Parent, Student and HS representative (course information completed by HS counselor/representative)

· Payment for tuition and fees

· Payment for books
What test will I need to take?

Appropriate test scores on official report or HS transcript- THEA/Q-THEA/COMPASS, 10th Grade or Exit level TAKS, ACT, PLAN or SAT, PSAT:

· THEA/Q-THEA- Math-270, English-220 & Reading-230

· COMPASS- Math(Algebra)-63 ,English -59 & 5 Essay, Reading-81

· TAKS- Math- 2200, English- 2200 & sub score 3, Verbal 2200 & sub score 3

· SAT- 1070 and 500 in Math and 500 in Verbal

· ACT- 23 Composite and 19 in Math and 19 in verbal

· PSAT/NMSQT- combined score of 107 with a score of 50 on the subject relevant to the course to be taken. 

· PLAN (a pre-ACT test) - composite score of 23 with a 19 or higher in mathematics or English.

Will the classes transfer?

· North Central Texas College is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools.

· Courses are fully transferable to public colleges and universities in Texas and generally transferable to other colleges and universities throughout the United States. 
· Additional information may be obtained from and academic advisor or by contacting the prospective university.

· All dual credit students should request an NCTC transcript after each completed semester. Students can also request transcripts to be sent to other colleges/universities by contacting the NCTC Admissions Office. 
How much will it cost?

· 2009-2010- Estimated Cost for In-district (Cooke County)

$31 per credit hour: 3 credit hours (1 class) $93; 6 credit hours (2 classes) $186

· 2009-2010- Estimated Cost for Out of District (includes Denton & Montague County) 


$51 per credit hour: 3 credit hours (1 class) $153; 6 credit hours (2 classes) $306

· Free Tuition for students who qualify for the high school free lunch program

· Payment for books- cost varies each semester. Textbooks can be purchased at the NCTC book store, or online.

Are scholarships available for Dual Credit students?
· Limited scholarships are available for Dual Credit students through NCTC
· Fall Semester- Deadline is April 15th
· Spring Semester- Deadline is October 15th 
· Applications available online and through NCTC Financial Aid Office- 940.498.6294 (students must apply each semester)

· Some area high schools and/or ISD’s also provide dual credit scholarships, students should check with the high school counselor for more information
